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down on TVRs compared with their spiritual

competitors from the likes of Lotus, even
though the quirky cars from Blackpool have a
devoted following, TVHRs have never quite climbed
out of a second division of prestige, their reputation
stunted by all sorts of factors: the abzence of
competition breeding, upmarket kit-car character,
sledpehammer engineering, the glaring omissionof a
convertible from the range until 1978, unsubtle
styling, the lack of attention-to-detail design, even
the turbulent history of their manufacture. Some-
how a TVER 15 always seen asa poor man's alternative
toanother far more desirable machine.

Theyv deserve better, for their virtues are many.
For a start, in today's market they offer convincing
walie for money, even if prices when new could stray
uncomfortably close to more exotic territory. They
are mmensely entertaining to dove, with good
performance and rewarding handling. They may be
mncultured, but they have plenty of character,

The model evolution through the early yvears of
TVE production prior to the arrival of the M-series
fprofiled in C&S5 in June 1986) 0 1972 is bewilder-
mg, but essentially the cars divide themselves into
four-cylinder and V& lavers, witha couple of middling
sm-cylinder cars thrown in too. Eleven different
engmes from Coventry Climax, Ford, MG and
Toumph were used through successive model

Spcrtscnr purists have always tended to look

Grantura, Griffith
Vicen & Tuscon

PROFILE

|

= |

changes as avalability and rationalisation dictated
where TVR bought the nuts and bolts of its cars.

Although the standard TVE body style never
changed radically, there were three distinct phases
of evolution in the tail treatment. All Granturas up (o
the MEL 1800 (up to 1964) were given a beetle-
back shape, all but the earliest examples having the
tail lamps mounted on rounded fins. The so-called
‘Manx’ taill with ‘Ban the Bomb® Mkl Cortina tail
lamps and a larger wraparound rear screen was used
from the Grantura 18005 up to the Vixen 51 (1964-
68). And from the Vixen 52 to the start of the M-
series generation (1968-72) Cortina MEIl rectan-
gular tail lamps were used to lidy up the rear.

The robust multi-tubular chassis remained un-
altered in principle throughout the life of these:
TVRs, but the structure was re-desigmed for the
Grantura MEIIL Until this time the cars had an 24y
wheelbase frame onto which VW all-independent
torsion bar suspension was mounted, a package:
which produced sharp roll-free handling bul a notor
wusly honeshaking ride. In arder to cwvilise the car
and improve ngdity, a revised 85.5m chassis withs
coil spring suspension came in 1962 and worked so
well that it served all TVRs for 10 vears. An extra
4.5 inches were added to the wheelbase in 1967 to
counter criticisms of TVR's absurdly small doors an
lack of cabin room.

Although Granturas were built with three types

Pre-Taimar TVRs were crude bul colowrful and have always provided good value

for money. Mark Hughes reviews the models’ problems. Photos by Gary Stuart

FOR Value, performance, handling, rugged construction,

spares availability, glass-fibre body.

AGAINST Poor detail, lack of breeding, noise and vibration, no convertibles
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gmne, the MGB engine, three types of Ford
ad two versions of the Coventry Climax, the
mants accounted for the bulk of production,
& outpul ranging from 72bhp for the 1488%cc
it to 95bhp for the 1798cc MGE unit. Insuch
war (Granturas started life weighing 1570Ib
wew Lo 17900b) these options gave good
gunice and a top speed which hovered around
Wmph mark. The Ford Cortina GT engine
& for the Vixen line in 1967, and its 88bhp or
provided all these models, 51 and 54, with
£ V85 were in a different league, the wild
g and Tuscans produced between 1963-70
sshsolutely stupendous acceleration which was
without parallel at the time. Sub-Gsec
Bl times made them quicker than any Ferran
a par with the AC Cobras which they sought
The inspiration for the *Grrrreat Griffith” (as
Padvertised it in the USA) came from an
scan motor trader named Jack Grffith, who
srned 4 4727cc Ford V8 into his own Grantura
L Almost all Griffiths were left-hand drive
cars, and most of the Tuscan V8s built after
por and Martin Lilley took over TVER in 1966 also
o the [ISA. Only now are they beginning to
a5 enthusiasts here wake up to the fact that
s exchilarating performance is unmatched at the
although values are rocketing.

Rare silver Griffith 200, black V8-engined Tuscan; longer-chasst

GRIFFITH

200

SERIES®

‘Superlative design and engineering ... veads
brochere for lawnch of Griffith, 1967

These V&8s are rare cars: around 310 Griffiths in
200 and 400 guises were built, while the Tuscan is
even rarer. Indeed, all these early TVRs have
scarcity on their side, for the estimate of total
production stands at just 2426,

While V& prices are now climbing beyomd most
people’s reach, the best four-cylinder TVRs can be
obtained for the price of very ordinary MGEs and
Triumphs TRs which makes them excellent value.

L85

ised racing Viven S2 behind
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ConteMPORARY RoAD TeSTS

TVE was so slow to get up and running in the early
days that the first road test was not carried out until
The Motor's appraisal of an MGA-engined Grantura
MEIL (29 March 1961). The report was launched
amusingly: ‘It was once said of Winston Churchill
that the first time a person met him they saw all his
faults but thereafter they would spend the rest of
their lives discovering his many virtues. The same
would appear to be true of the TVR',

Complaints ranged from the kack of room for a tall
driver to the smell of petrol, from wheels hitting the
bodywork over bumps to a harsh ride on rough
surfaces. But the author warmed to the TVR,
enjoying the balanced handling and the car’s air of
quality: *...it has a very individualistic charm of its
own that makes it remarkably good fun to drive’,

Autosport’'s John Bolster tried an MGE-engined
MELIL 1800 (13 December 1963) and thought it a
‘particularly fast little car’, recording a 114mph top
speed and 0-G0mph in 9.9sec, He kept his strongest
criticism for interior details which he thought could
be rectified for ‘a few shillings”,

For the 1 October 1965 issue of Awlosperd,
Bolster got his hands on a Griffith 200, finding the
VA's performance ‘so vivid that it is almost beyond
description’. He achieved (-60mph in 5. 2sec and a
163mph maximum, but confessed that he felt uneasy
about the acrodynamic instability over 150mph. His
concern was hardly surprising as air pressure under
the bonnet had caused it to fly up at high speed — he
tied it down with a rope for the rest of his test!

Maotar bolted its fifth wheel to a Tuscan SE for its
20 May 1967 road test and set a performance
record; 0-100mph in 13.8sec was the fastest the
magazine had ever recorded, while top speed was
estimated at 155mph. ‘It is one of the few cars
remaining designed to a large extent for FUN, for
the sheer uninhibited enjoyment of performance
gither in a straight line or m a throttle-controlled
hlind through an open comer’,

Antocar's assezsment of a Vicen 51 inits 25 April
1968 brief test noted improved steering, but showed
that the magazine still had mixed feelings about
TVRs. ‘The Vixen is a perverse car, for at first its
weaknesses overshadow its strengths, But as you
pet better acquainted it grows on you', Criticisms
included poor rear three-quarters visibility, the
difficulty of aiming the car because of its invisible
nose, excessive wind noise, and the awkward
contortions still needed to climb in through its small
doors. The handling and performance were con-
sidered excellent = the willing Cortina GT engine
gave a 106mph top speed and (-60mphin 11, Osec.

A vear later, Awtocar (26 June 1969) tried a Vixen
52 and appreciated the extra room provided by the
wheelbase stretch, Steering kickback was criticised
yet again, but the car was rated alot of fun to drive.

Maotar's test of a Tusean V6 produced a verdict of
‘rapid acceleration and effortless cruising’, with 0-
GOmph taking 8. 3sec and top speed being 125mph.
The V&'s installation was praised as 'very smooth
and virtually free from mechanical noise and vibra-
tion', the only real noise coming from the exhaust’s
‘vibrant howi. As usual, there were less glowing
words for some of the car’s bugs, and it was
suggested that TVR really should improve the car's
versatility by fitting a lift-up vear window, Only the
heavy steering was thought to detract from excellent
handling and roadholding.

Road test reports over 10 years show remarkable
consistency of character despite the numerous
engine/gearbox changes made to these cars. The
cars were generally considered to be sturdy and well
made, but at a price: for example, in 1967 a 195bhp
Tuscan V& at £1967 cost exactly the same as a
Jaguar E-type 4.2 roadster. As Rood & Track
commented in a back-to-back Vixen/Tuscan compar-
ison, “Too bad the factory can't produce these in
guantity and get the price down’.
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Taut vet lively handling from Tuscan V3, even when driven hard

The smaller Vixen S2's light body and spritely engine ensures a respeclable 86-90bhp

Griffith 200 15 real driver's challeng
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Sescan V& throttle has to be treated with care

athe MGA. Two Ford engines were offered: the
esent 35bhp 1172ce sidevalve 100E with three-
eed pearbox cannot have been much fun and the
Bicc 105E engine and four-speed gearbox from the
1960 model Anglia was little better.
In early TVR matters the entire guestion of
Banality is difficult to fathom as the cars evolved
2 v, and the parts used were often dictated by
ghihility, Climax-engined cars often had Stage 2 or
Wi kits (especially if they were raced), and the
alve Ford engine could be mated toa KSK four-
ged gearbox conversion. Regardless of engine/
Seermission specification, however, the differential
o= BMC's B-zeries hypoid bevel unit enclozed im a
SV R-designed light-alloy casing.

Im mid-1960 the Grantura was upgraded to Mkl
gcfication with a revised range of mechanical
ilities, Ford 105E and Climax FWE engines
eeeined available, but most Mklls used the new
0 15880 engine from the MGA 1600. Compared
the earliest Granturas, Mklls had opening
erlights, elongated flares over front and rear
sedarches, small tail fins with standard Lucas tail
ps and separate indicators, and air outlets behind
B front wheelarches.

(MEIIA specification arrived in early 1961. Apart

a further engine choices, changes were confined
§ the standardisation of Girding front disc brakes
Swdified Triumph TR3 units) and the quarterlights
eeoming fixed. Still the MGA engine remained the
pstay of production, but now it had grown into
b Bhbhp 1522cc unit of the MGA 1600 MEIL
“Through this 1958-62 period of the torsion bar
mturas, TVR's sales increased steadily and

sehit=s turmed to more radical changes in order to
g the car. The top prionity was a new chassis,
E=izned by John Thurner, intended to provide a
Ser structure and a more compliant ride. Multi-
@ik construction was retained but careful atten-

B to trangulation provided more torsional ngidity.
“The first car to receive this chassis was the
Santura Mk — and the basic structure remained
maltered until the M-series cars arrived. TVR's
bwadering range of engines was rationalised with
& MEITT, only the 1622cc MGA engine and gearbox
# being available - but as ever there were

penalies for a few early MEIls had Climax FWE
g Ford 10ME engines to use up existing stocks.
Production of MEIIs began in the autumn of 1962,
wtly after the MGA was replaced by the MGE -
@ another engine change was imminent. By mid-
Emmer of 1963 TVR was forced to adopt the
BER: 1798¢cc, the Grantura now evolving into
Bl 1800 unit. Performance improved alightly
Esuse power increased to 97bhp with no weight

.

penalty; optional overdrive became available.

A further name change, to Grantura 18005, came
with new tail styling in line with the Griffith V&, The
new ‘Manx’ tail featured a sharp cut-off in place of the
old rounded rump, a new panoramic rear window
{which remained unchanged until the last of the
3000Ms in 1979), and ‘Ban the Bomb' tail lamps from
the Cortina Mkl. Within the tail section, which still
had no opening boot, the spare wheel was moved
from the old awkward position behind the rear
suspension to a much more accessible location on
top of the flat rear deck. The Grantura line finished
with the introduction by the new Lilley management
of the ‘MEIV' 13005 in July 1966.

‘I'he change to the Vizen name for TVR's small-
engined production from 1967 actually brought only
an engine transplant, Ford's 1599¢cc crossflow en-
gine and all-synchromesh four-speed gearbox from
the Cortina GT replacing the faithful MG compon-
ents. While the new installation was lighter, power
dropped to 88bhp and overdrive ceased to be
available. The only external change to TVR's familiar
body for the Vixen S1 was a wider and shallower
bonnet intake to feed air to the twin choke down-
draught Weber carburettor.

Maore radical visual changes came for the Vixen 52
with the adoption of the longer chassis — with
wheelbase up from 85.5in to 90m — first developed
for the Tuscan V& SE. Significantly, the body was
now bolted, not bended, to the chassis, making life
much easier for crash repairers — and for restorers
today. Vixen 525 are recognisable by their extra
length, targer doors and Corting MEIT tail lamps.

53 Vixens used the same Ford engine in Capri GT
tune, which meant a slight power drop to 86bhp.
Exterior recognition points are elegant cast-alloy
wheels and neater front wing vents with new chrome
trims {actually from the rear pillars of Ford's Zephyr!
Zodiac MEIV). The 54 Vixen was an interim model
which preceded the 1600M and used the 53
engine/gearbox, bodyshell and equipment in the new
M-zeries chassis.

TVR's fearsome V&-powered cars were devel-
oped in parallel with the evolution of the four-
cylinder range, the first being the Griffith 200 based
on the chassis and suspension of the Grantura MEIIL
Into this familiar structure — even the BMC differen-
tial and driveshafts were retained! — went a 4727ce
Ford V&, which took overall weight up by 2801b.
Two states of tune were available: standard spec
was 195bhp (hence the ‘200" label) but 271bhp of Hi-
po muscle could be had as an option. The most
pbvious external change was a large bonnet bulge to
clear the V&'s air cleaner, while the new exhaust
system had twin tail pipes. Larger 185 radial tyres
were fitted to Sin wire wheels with 72 spokes.

The long-wheelbase chassis used from the Vixen
52 onwards was first seen on the Tuscan V8 SE
LWE launched during 1967, although it had been
conceived originally for the Trident. Apart from a
longer propshaft and exhaust and a smoother bonnet
bulge, the only significant changes were the visual
enes seen on the Vixen 52 — Cortina MkII tail lamps,
larger doors and different front wing air vents.

The so-called ‘wide-body’ Tuscan V& SE came in
1968 when Martin Lilley decided that his flagship
midel should have a revised body, the styling giving
hints of the M-series to come. The car’s glass area
was unaltered, but below the waist width grew by
4in. The lines of the nose and tail were smoothed out
to give the car a leaner, meaner look, and new
bumpers were added at both ends.

Two six-cylinder TVRs were also produced be-
fore the M-series arrived in order Lo fill the huge
marketing gap between the Vixens and Tuscan V85,
The Tuscan V6 came first, in 1969, when the Ford
‘Essex’ 2094cc V6 developing 136bhp was installed
in a chassis similar to the Vixen 52s, with the
secondary damper rear end arrangement. The
brakes were the servo-assizted front discs and rear
drums of the Tuscan V8, while 5.5in cast alloy rims
were used,
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Pronvcrion History

1958:; Grantura production begins with choice of
121 6cc Coventry Clintax FWE, 1098cc FWA,
1172cc Ford 1L00E or 1489¢cc MGA engines.
1959: 997cc Ford 105E becomes available
1960: Grantura Mkll gains 1588cc MGA engine;
FWE and 105E engines still offered. Styling
changes include finned tail and wheelarch flares.
1961: Grantura MillA arrives with standard Girling
front discs and fixed quarterlights. MGAengine
now 1622a¢, Ford option now 1340cc LO9E.
Climax-engined cars now have rack and pinion
steering; others retainworm and sector,

1962: New chassiswith coil springs and double
wishbones for Grantura Mklll; wheelbase 1.5in
longer. MGA 162 2cc enginel box standardised.
1963: 1793cc MGE engine/gearbox (with
optional overdrive) for Grantura Mkl 1200,
Griffith 200 1aunched for US market; chaice of
195bhpor 27 1bhp 4727 ¢c Ford VA engineg with
Ford T10 gearbox; double spring/damper units at
rear; BMC diff.

1964: Grilfith 400 launched in April has Many
tail, with cut-off styling. Cortina Mkl lamps, larger
rear’scraen: larger radiator and twin Kenlowe
fans; Salisbury AHU diff, ‘Manx’ tall for Grantura
brings 18005 insummer,

1965: Griffith available in Uk Production
temporarily ceases with Grantura Engingering's
liquidation, followed by Lilley takeover,

1966: From July ‘MK 18005 hasminor
mechanical improvements and interior upgrade,
including woodean facia and heater option,

1967; Upgraded V& model becomes Tuscan VE:
1w enging specs still offered, 27 1bhpversion
badged SE. Vixen launched in October, with
1599¢cc Cortina GT engine/gearbox (S8hhp)in
Grantura 18005 package. 90inwheelbase for
Tuscan VB SE LWE; larger doors and CortinaMull
tail lamps.

1968: First ‘wide-body Tuscan VA SE builtin April.
From Qclober, Vixen 52 has 80in wheelbase,
Cortina MKl tail lamps and farger rear'screen.
Bodies now bolted to chassis,

1969: Tuscan V6 launched with 2994cc Ford
engine/gearbox and Salisbury AHU dIfr.

1970: Last ‘wide body' Tuscan builtin August.
Vizen S3 given 86hhp spec Ford enging, castalloy
wheels. First 2500 models bullt with Federal TRG
carb straight-six (106Bhp].

1974: Lame duck 1300 introduced with 129Gcc
Spitfire engine/gearbox (G3bhp). Last Tuscan V&,
1972: Vizen S4is interim mode! with M:series
chassis but 53 body.

1973: Final Vixen S4sand 25005 produced
bafore M series takes over fully,

Pronucrion Fieures
Grantura Mid 100
Grantura MEILIIA 400*
Grantura Myl g0~
Grantura 18005 agr
Griffith 2007400 310"
Grantura 18005 38 (7 RHD. 31 LHD)

Grantura Mely' 18005 T8 (38RHD. 40 LHD)
Vixen 51 117
Vixen 52 438
Vixen 53 168
Vixen 54 23
Tuscan V8 28(4 RHD, 24 LHD}
Tuscan VB SELWE 24 (12 RHD, 12 LHD}
Tuscan V& (wide body) 21 (2 RHD; 19 1LHD)
Tuscan Ve 1M
2500 385 (96 with M chassis)
1300 15 (G with M chassis)
Total 2426
* Anproximate figures: pre- 1966 production
records no longer exist.
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Engine
Bore/stroke Tﬁ 2x88.9 Bl1O=xT7.6
Capacity 1622ce 159900
WValves . Pushrodahy Pushrad ahy
Compression B.9:1 Q.01
Power 88bhp at 5500rpm ‘BEbhp at 5400cpm
Torgue S7lb frat 4000rpm. 96ib fLat 3600rpm
Carburettors TwinSy Twin-choke Weber 32DFM
Transmission 4-speed manual d-speed manua
Brakes | Disgsfdrums: Discs/drums :
Suspension front lndbyh‘anmmatmmnbau's Ind by double wishbones: coil
- twintrajling amis, telescopic. springstelescopic dampers, anti-
i . dampers rollbar G :
‘Suspension rear Indby transverse lorsion bars, twin  Ind by double wishbones, double
Njii= trailing ammns, radius arms. telescopic. coil spnngsfmngletelescwlc
dampers > dampers

G s&rhrmubu!arsieel

In-line four

Rackand pinion i
Glass-filbare/tubuiarst

chcausf: the V& CDLt|d not meet LTS EMmissions
requirements, another si-cylinder mode], the 2500,
was developed specifically for TVR's most important
export market. Derived from the Vixen 53, this
model used the 2498cc Trumph straight-six in
carburettor form, as found in the Federal TRS,
which meant that it was somewhat strangled at just
106bhp. Trumph's all-syncromesh four-speed gear-
box with optional overdove on the top two ratios was
fitted, along witha TRE differential.

The 2500 was sold in Britainin the same specifica-
tion, although it would have been a much more
exciting car with the TRG engine in 150bhp fuel-
mjected guise. The model evolved into the 2500M in
the same gradual manner as the Vixens and Tuscans
became M cars; 96 25005 were made with the new
M-senes chassis but the old bodywork.
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TVEs have inevitably been campaigned by many
club racers, among them some factory people, over
the vears, but the first notable competition cuting
came in 1961, when Armold Burton {of the tailoring
family) entered a Grantura MkII for the Tulip Rally.
He finished, albeit in last place.

A serious factory competition programme was
instigated for 1962 and Ken Richardson, late of
Standard-Triumph, was hired as competitions man-
ager. The exercize achieved nothing but cost a great
deal of money. Three Grantura MkIIAs with light-
weight bodies were entered for the Sebring 12-Hours
and hurriedly prepared with rare-spec 1538cc MGA
engines fitted with HRG crossflow alloy cylinder
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heads and twin Weber carburettors, The outing was
unsuccessful: two cars retired with broken final-
drives after two hours and engine failure after four
hours, but the third (driven by Mark Donohue/Gerry
Sagerman) finished after a long delay to repair
steering damage caused in a crash.

The 1962 Tulip Rally was part of the works
programme and three cars were entered for Amokd
Burton, Stan Paterman (Mklls)and Anne Hall'Valenie
Domleo (MKIIA). They held the top three positions
in their class at one point but anly Burton finished,
third in class (behind two Porsches) and 20th overall,

Tust before the company’s bankruptcy, the end of
TVR's futile competition effort came at the Good-
wood TT, where the three Le Mans cars were
entered. More overheating meant that one car failed
to leave the marshalling area before the start and
another blew a head gasket early in the race; but at
least the third made it to 11th place at the finish,
driven by Keith Ballisat.

Among the club racers Tommy Entwistle and John
Wingfield earned some success, but the most notable
non-works TVR exploits were those of Gerry
Marshall in Martin Lilley's personal Griffith in 1965-
66. Ever spectacular, Gerry was great value in a car
which displaved a tendency to shed a rear wheel.

In more recent vears there have been some
memorable V&8 TVRs raising blood and thunder on
the circuits. Brian Hough raced a Tuscan in Mod-
sports during the 19705, but sadly died in a severe
accident with it at Thruxton. More recently, Paul
Weldon has raced his gorgeous Tuscan in HSCC
events, winning the big-engined class of the Post-
Historic Road Sports series in 1986 and 1987,

Buver's Seor CHECK

Bodywork: Although assembly quality was often
suspect, especially on kit-built cars, these TVRs are
basically very rugged machines. The bodywork was
made from relatively thick glass-fibre mounted to a
sturdy chassis, s0 stress crazing 15 not extensive
compared with other glass-fibre sportscars.

Looking for evidence of ‘hodged” acadent repairs
should be your main concern, as plenty of TVEs
have found their way into wild hands; severe cracks
or signs of repair joins could also mean hidden
chassis distortion. If body repairs are necessary, all
zections — bonnet, doors, tail sections and even roof
panels — are avalable from David Gerald Sportscars
Ltd, who hold all body moulds.

Assess the general fit of panels, especially around
the doors and bonnet, and see whether there iz
evidence of water leaks around front and rear
screens @ and around door seals. Replacement
window glass, perspex rear 'screens and aluminium
door frames can all be obtained. The same wind-
screen, from the Ford Consul@ephyr ML, was
used onall TVRE= up to 1980,

Poor bodywork and paint quality should be reflect-

ed in the price of a car, since repairing and re-
spraying plass-fibre is time-consuming. Stripping
back to bare glass-fibre (which could take as long as
80 hours), repairing gel cracks and restoring body
contours with primer filler is necessary before
repainting, otherwise cracks and crazing will simply
reappear through new layers of paint,
Chassis: These TVRs have tough multi-tubular
steel chassis which withstand the ravages af time
well, but they are not indestructible. Even the
youngest cars of this family are now nearly 20 vears
old, s0 severe corrosion can be a problem, Good
cars may have only surface rust on the tubular
members, others will have rotted right threough.

The front chassis section cradling the engine is
clearly wisible, so scrape around here first to weigh
up the peneral condition @. Other points which
you should check are the longitudinal outriggers
tucked beneath the sills, suspension mounting points
and the differential cradie &. Bodywork was bonded
to the chassis on pre-1967 cars and bolted thereafter,



info
Notiz
.. besagter Jerry Marshall war derjenige, mit dem ich mein erstes Rennen in 1993 bestreiten sollte, zu dem es aber durch den Startunfall nicht mehr gekommen ist. 


15 repair or replacement on older cars means
job in cutting the body away.
Recident damage may have caused chassis distor-
In extreme cases this will be obvious to the
g0 check that the gaps between tyres and
selarches are the same on both sides of the car
¥ examine the tyres for uneven wear. A damaged
515 may also reveal itself if the car pulls to one
‘during your road test.
¢ good news is that replacing a rotten or
e chassis is now possible. After a period of 10
gre when re-manufactured chassis frames have
been available, David Gerald can now supply
B from stock for all coil spring cars.
spiension, steering and brakes: The notonous
penzion weakness is the rear upright @, an
Emmium casting which is prone to breakage where
Spivot rod passes through the base; re-manufac-
& uprights are now availlable again, five vears
& factory stock dried up. Check the condition of
mmons, bushes, wishbones and dampers; all parts
B be obtained if excessive wear is found, even if
& means pirating a Volkswagen Beetle for the
b rantura's torsion bar suspension.
Sk and pimon steenng (or worm and sector on
&t pre-MEIll Granturas) should feel light and
Eee. The disc/drum brakes of all cars from
mtura MEHA onwards should be powerful and
bthe car in a straight line. Warped discs and
pdded brake pipes are possible problems, but all
s are available.
e and transmission: Only general guidance
le here since 11 types of engine were used
wre-M-zenes TVEs, But mechamical condition
& not be vour first concern when vou assess a
£ since parts and expertise are readily available
fall the Ford, MG and Triumph engines.
IG engines are very rugged and parts present no
maltics for any of the three MGA engines or the
Bl unit. Just make sure that the exhaust is clean,
Bl pressure holds S0psi at S0mph and no
OHES mi:ui.*ses can be heard from the main bearings
Sning chains.
&l the Ford four-cylinder engines and gearboxes
smmilarly robust, and parts can be found easily
the many owners' clubs or from breakers’
=, The chances are that you will be looking at a
gn with the Cortina GT's ‘Kent' engine, which
o 100,000 miles between rebuilds and has no
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Ten things you didn’t know about the TVRs

1. Only one TVR has ever raced in the Le Mans
24-Hours. A Grantura MEKII driven by Ninan
Sanderson/Peter Bolton took part in 1962 but
relired — after only three laps!

2, Big Gerry Marshall iz soll racing TVRs 25

- seasons after his first spectacular exploits with a
Griffith — now his mount s 2 360bhp new shape
Tuscan in the Tuscan Challengs.

3, Trevor Wilkinson founded TVR {TreVoR) but
never reaped the rewards of its successiul years,
He left after management disagreements in 1962,

4. Few celebrities have been tempted by TVRs.
Golfer Tony Jacklin is one, while Stuart U's a
Knockout” Hall is a great fan who has owned many
of the Blackpool cars over the vears.

5, The basic TVR body shape was never styled:
it was just gradually adapted from Rochdale origins
through convenience and necessity. i

6, Among the many TVR directors over the
vears was the unlikely figure of the late Bunty
Scott Moncriefl, ‘Purvevor of Horseless carviages

- 10, Publicity tactivs became more brazenat Earl's

to the Nobility and Gentry since 1929 and a leading
fipure in VSCC circles. He appointed TVR's first
LK distributors. \

7. Despite the complication of offering 11 different
engines before the M-series arrived, TVR made a
frtless attempt to squeere the VS from a Daimler
SP250into a development chassis,

8. After TVR's liquidation in 1965, Martin Lilley
ook over day-to-diay running of the company while
his: father, Arthur, provided the fnance. Martin
must have been the youngest ever car company
hogs—he wis just 23,

9. Ever nnovative on the publicity feont. TVR
displayed its Griffith at the 1963 Bolton Motor
Show with a tartan paint acheme.

Court shows during the Lilley era. One model in
1965 wore a coat made of human hair above a very
short dress. By 1971 the madels wore absolutely
nathing which is one thing you probably did know
about TVE:

inherent weaknesses, Rattling noises from the valve
gear and timing chain are the obvious signs of wear,
Much the same advice applies to Ford's "Essex” V6,
while engine and gearbox condition will be the least
of your worries when examining a Griffith or Tuscan
VB The TVR muscle cars are =o hard to find that it
would be daft to be choosy.

The Triumph Spitfire engine is very rare and the
carburettor straight-six is not commonly found in
home-market cars, but again none of their problems
are insurmountable. The gearboxes are not as good
as Ford items, the six-cylinder unit being especially
notchy and prone to whine from layshaft bearings.

Back axle wear €@ may have occurred on cars
with BMC B-zeries or Triumph Vitesse/G TG differ-
entials, but Salisbury diffs are virtually bullet-prood,
Interior: You should try to obtain a car with as much
original trim as possible, since interiors have often
been hacked arcund. Non-original instruments,
after-market roll-cages and competition seats are
common modifications.  Trim matenal, which s
usually black Ambla, can be obtained if replacement
i5 Mecessary.
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Prices

Despite a steady rise in values over the past few
years, prices of classic TVRs remain relatively low,
Bargains can no longer be found, but now restoration
looks a more realistic economic proposition the
stock of good condition cars is growing.

Granturas and Vixens are all pitched around the
same level, with first-class examples worth £4(6K)-
E500K), a running car arourd £2500 and basket cases
anvwhere between £500-£1500. There is a shight
premium on cail spring cars (Grantura MEkIIl on-
wards) becanse they are more forgiving to drive, but
the rarity of the earlier models helps to keep their
values close to the same level, Although it is the
commonest model, the Vixen 52 is also the most
desirable; an excellent example will be closer to
ER000 than £4000. Early Granturas make the cheap-
est basket-cases for az little as £500, but pricing
reflects the higher cost of restoring them.

Griffith and Tuscan V8 values have rocketed i the
past 12 months as people have woken up to this poor
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man's Cobra. Restoration projects now seem o
start at £10,000, and good cars fetch anything
between £20,000-£30,000, depending on condition
and engine specification. The engine is the biggest
factor, as rebuilding a Hi-po unit could cost £10,000.
Griffith 400s are worth more than 200s, while the
Tusecan's rarity means that it fetches a little more
again, particularly in ‘wide-body” form.

Only a handful of these cars were sold in the UK,
but US cars have been trickling back to Britain this
year. It may sound appealing to try to buy from the
LS, but the cars are extremely difficult to find and
you would now be very lucky to buy a US car for
under $20,000. Right-hand drive care are worth
more iin theory, but there is strong demand for any
V& inany condition right now.

Tuscan Vés are worth 50 per cent more than the
four-cylinder cars. The best examples fetch £7000, a

tired runner would be around £4000 and a crate of
bits around £200d. Perhaps the best value at the
moment would be a 2500 for around the same money
a5 the four-cylinder cars.

SPARES

The good news is that the spares situation for the
early generations of TVR is better now than it has
been for many years thanks to the efforts of David
Gerald Sportscars Lid, the only company to have
taken a real interest in these cars. All the parts
problem areas of recent years have now been solved
through investment in new tooling — making a batch
of new rear upnghts, for example, has cost 10, (00,
Some of the parts are not cheap, but pricing reflects
the mvestment made for relatively small production

quantities. David Gerald’s acquisition two vears ago
of all the factory’s pre-1980 parts stock incheded as
part of the deal all chassis and suspension jigs and &
vast number of body moulds and master bucks —
enough to fill six seven-ton lormies! The company s
also a source for the Standard-Trumph, Ford and
BMC parts also used.

Chassls E9951
Bonnet £750°

Body rear guarter £600
Front wing £150
Perspex rear screen £225
Aluminium door frame £135/
Alumninium rear upright £185°
Wishbone £ 38
Brake disc £ 25
Aluminium fuel tank £1500

TVR Car I.':Iuthn active, TFlerldljchuh wlm a
strong tradition of helping people with practical
advice. Around 1400 members worldwide, 1150
in UK, overseas representatives inthe USA,
Halland, West Germary and Sweden. Sprint s
thecluby's excellent monthly magazine, packed
with Information and usually including colour.
Technical publications, parts lists and owner's
handbooks are available. Social activities in 26
regions, and club meets nationally forone o
twio major events each year; 1990 fixtures are
factory weekend and Blackpool promenade
sprintinApril, Donington track dayin June. New
member enquiries to Gerry links, David Gerald
Sportscars Ltd, The Green, Inkberrow,
Worcester WRT 4JF (fel: D386 793239). Other
enguiries during office Hiours to Colin Lyons (tel:
01-4746141),

The TVRs thd.’Ehﬂm Rﬂhs.nn Publlshedby
Motor Racing Publications Lid, £12 95 Second
edition of excellent margue history in MRS
Collector's Guide series; the TVR reference.
work. Detailed bankﬂ'ouru:l toall carsupio
1987 appendices cover technical
spaciﬁcaﬂms ‘shassis numbers, production
records and performance figures; good
infarmation on buying and maintenance.
TVRGold Portfolio 1959-88. Published by

_ Brooklands Books, £9.95, A 180-page
scraphook of 58 magazine articles and road
tests. Indispensible and good yalue.

TVR: Success Against The Odds by Peter Filby.
Published by Gentry Books, £5.95 (outof print).
Lively account of TVR's tortured history, strong
on anecdote. Hunt fora cogy at autojumbles.

David Gerald Sportscars Lid, Thaeren
Inkberrow, Worcester WRT 4JF (tel: 0386
T93239), Britain's only specialist dedicated to
clderTVRs. run by Gerry Jinks and David Field.
Over 20 TVHs for sale, comprehensive spares
stock {including many re-manufaciured parts),
servicing, restoration, Holds official supply and
manufacturing rights forall pre-1980 TVRs.
Simon Anthony Classic Cars, Lambourne Farm,
Minety, Malmesbury, Wilts SN1E6 9RQ (tel: DBEE
E60699), Servicing and restoration, some parts
stock.

GBLVehicles, Goswell House, Caxton Street
Morth, London E16 10N (tel: 01-476 2979). Car
sales. some Spares.

Coupés, 25 Sheldon Road, London MW2 3a)
{tel: 01-452 6922), Spares, servicing, repairs.
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OWNER’S VIEW

Roger Cook’s passion for TVRs
dates back nearly 30 years to his
frrst buy, a Grantura MEII racer.
He is now embarking on his second
major restoration project

Roger Cook, now secretary of the TVR Car Club,
saw his first TVR when it flashed past him on the
road in 1960, Two vears later he decided to buy one
and found himselfl the proud owner of a secondhand
Grantura MELL racer with a Coventry Climax engine.
He describes that as an exciting but very unforgiving
car, with ‘sudden death’ breakaway onits Michelin X
tyres, It survived for six months until a Sunbeam
Talbot 80 crashed into it; Roger suffered no major
structural damage but the car was written off,

Roger renewed his acquaintance with Granturas
in 1968 when he bought an insurance write-off MkIl
from a breakers” yard in Watford. He stored it away
at his Cheltenham home until he had the time and
money to restore it... and 13 yvears went by. When
he finally started work a complete ground-up restor-
ation was necessary, although most parts were
there.

“The car was in a drastic state because of accident
and fire damage on the driver’s side,” savs Roger. "1
rebuilt the door, the panelling just behind the front
wheels and part of the roof by trotting down to two
TVR owners who lived locally and using one of those
metal-strip gadgets which makes a profile of the
body panel. T made new sections and managed to
conceal the joins. | knew nothing about glass-fibre,
but alocal boat-builder explained the techniques.

“The body on a Grantura is bonded around the
chassis, so | separated it with the aid of a small
hacksaw and lots of scraped knuckles. The whole
thing was stripped back to the gel coat by hand and
repaired from there by grinding out cracks and
filling, | was lucky in having the painting done in my
emplover's spray booth. ™

Although a front hub had been knocked off, the
chassis itself was undamaged. The only work neces-
sary was the replacement of a couple of tubes where
the differential locates and a welded repair to a split
torsion bar tube at the front, Then the chassis was
galvanised, sprayed and coated with a salt-resistant
paint.

“I knew nothing about TVEs when | started”,
says Roger. “1 didn't know the club existed, and [
didn’t even know where the factory was, Finding out
information about parts sources was difficult — but
so0n nosing around scrapyards became my way of
life. The club is very useful with this kind of
information nowadays, but at the time | received a
lot of help from Stan Kileoyne at the factory.
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“People would tell me which bits came from
where, and [ would dive round looking for a Standard
Eight or Ten for exterior door handles, a Riley 1.5
for interior door handles, a lowline Mkl Consul for
the windscreen, and so on. The range of sources is
amazing. would you believe the steering box was
from a Ford 101E, the American version of the 10E
Anglia, and mounted upside down and filled with
grease instead of oil, or that the fuel tank was an
extended Austin AGD item?”

The 1588cc MGA engine had to be rebored and
rebuilt, while the gearbox and differential were alse
stripped and rebuilt. New universal joints were
needed on the propshaft and droiveshafts, but other-
wise little work was needed to brakes and suspen-
sion. With the exception of the headlining, all
retimming was carried out by Roger in new Ambla
and Wilton carpel.

Roger returned his car to the road three years ago
and has used it regularly, if sparingly, since then. He
concedes that the Grantura Mkl has its faults: the
ride is absolutely atrocious, the low ride height has
cost him several exhausts, it's extremely noisy
inside, and the steering needs strong hiceps because
there is no self centring, But he finds the car great
fun to drive and enjoys knowing that he owns one of
the best surviving examples of a very rare car,

“The club knows of about W Granturas world-
wide, " he says, “but we reckon that fewer than 10 of
those are actually in running order. Everyone seems
to have one in the back garden,”

Roger has now embarked on his second TVR
project, having acquired the one-off SM Zante (the
wedge-shaped styling exercise shown at Earls
Courtin 1971) from the factory last vear. Restoration |
will be a long job. Years in the open air at the hack of
the works has taken its toll on the chassis, but TVR
has donated a replacement. The car arrived without
engine and gearbox, while the body is no more thana
bare shell, without glass or interior trim. Roger
believes the car hasneverrun... butitwill. «——r




For Further Information Contact:
TVR Engineering Limited
Bristol Avenue, Blackpool, Lancashire, F¥2 OJF, England.
Tel: (0253) 56151 Telex: 67519 Fax: (0253) 57105




